Upcoming Dinner Meeting Training Topics...

Join us at the KFCA Dinner Meetings for updated informatiah 8

training topics.March 22, 2006 Nancy Sutton will be doing a
“State of the Union” about what is going on with the

Department and the Legislature.

April 26, 2006, George Dannells, from Kitsap Mental Health Se

vices, will be speaking about Managing challenging behaviors
ing positive behavior support and emotion coaching.

If you have ideas or suggestions for training topics,Sgle@mntact

any Board Member.

Check it out. Kitsap Foster Care Association’s web site has
undergone some major revision and has great updated

information. Http://www.kitsapfostercare.org/
For example...DSHS/DLR is organizing two upcoming golf toueras
And although the official brochure hasn’t been releastgtlye details are on
the web site.Www.kitsapfostercare.org/events/golf. htm

ceive the KFCA Newsletter any longer, we need to hean fyou
about your change of address or request to be removed from
list. Thank you.

Themenu for the March 22, 2006 Dinner Meetingncludes...
Taco salad with all the fixings, refried beans, Spanish rice,
nachos, mini corn dogs, smiley faces, and brownies.

If you are in need of additional training, please see Page 3 of
the Kitsap Foster Care Association Newsletter!

| Y

Please rememberif you have moved or simply do not wish to re

Kitsap Foster Care
Association would
like to welcome to
the Board our new
members!
Jeff Bishop was
nominated and
r- graciously accepted
us- the position of Vice
President. Phyllis
Bishop is our
Member at Large,
assisting with a
multitude of things.
Chuck Converse is
our new webmaster
and has already made
significant changes to
the web site and
communication
efforts between
Board Members.
the Debra Converse is
our new Education
contact, if you have
ideas for dinner
meeting trainings,
please contact Debra.
Please join us in
welcoming our new
Board Members and
Thank you!
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Join Us Now!

Kitsap Foster Care Association
membership is open to foster parents
and others interested in foster care.
Make $15 check payable to: KFCA,
PO Box 4542, Bremerton, WA 98312
Thanks!

Name:

Address:

foster parent renewa

Affiliation:

agency staff

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

Where: Silverdale Community Center,
9729 Silverdale Way NW, Silverdale, WA 98383

When: Fourth Wednesday of each month, Dinner
6pm, Guest Speaker and Discussion 7pm.

Free child care available on site.

Members pay $4 for dinner (50% off) and receive a
free raffle ticket to win great prizes (additional reffl
tickets may be purchased in support of KFCA).

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS

Where: Changing locations, contact any board
member for this month’s location.

When: First Tuesday of each month @ 5:30pm.

KFCA Board Meetings are open, and all are welcome

to attend. If you'd like to add an item to the agenda
please contact Ron Piper two days prior to the
meeting.

Rick Williams, President
RWILLI4786@aol.com

Jeff Bishop, Vice President
jrbishopl7@aol.com

Sharon Williams, Treasurer
Phone 876-1994 RWILLI4786@aol.com

John Valil, Secretary/Membership/
Community Awareness
Phone 876-5207tlvail@hotmail.com

Luanne Vail, Resources
Phone 876-5207 jtlvail@hotmail.com

Karen Randleman, Dream Project
Cell 731-9052 Kariboul00@msn.com

Henry Castanares,Historian
Phone 692-0207 hcastanare@msn.com

Diane CastanaresChild Care
Phone 692-0207 hcastanare@msn.com

Debra Converse Education
education@kitsapfostercare.org

Chuck Converse,Webmaster
webmaster@kitsapfostercare.org

Teresa Walton, Foster Parent Liaison
Cell (360) 990-9995
Fosterparentliaisonkitsap@yahoo.com

Jennifer Martin, Newsletter
jimml@wavecable.com

| am always looking for insightful
information to add to the newsletter...
Please share your ideas to be added to
the upcoming month’s newsletter by the
last day of each month.
Your input and assistance are greatly ap-
preciated!!
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Upcoming Training

Understanding the Child with Fetal Alcohol
Spectrum Disorders
Presented by Carolyn Hartness
March 16-17, 2006 @ 6-9:00pm

First United Methodist Church
1150 Marine Dr., Bremerton, WA 98312
Contact Hildegard Stone to register:

475-3586
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Grow and Go...Online Workshops for
Foster Parents
Www.pierce.ctc.edu/distance/ofpe/

First Aid/CPR Training for Foster Parents

The Resource Family Training Institute sponsors

First Aid training free of charge to all currently
licensed and perspective foster parents. For a

complete schedule and registration please visit th

website at:
Www.keepthebeatcpr.net
Or call (253)217-1105
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2006 ANNUAL CAREGIVER CONFERENCE
September 24-26, 2006
Subcommittees have been identified and volunteers
are needed to participate.
The Subcommittees are:
Volunteer Coordination, Workshops, Fund Raising,
Entertainment, Regional Meetings, Food, Vendors
and Keynote. If you would like to participate or
know someone who would like to participate in any
of the subcommittees , please contact
Barb Bofinger at (360) 902-7986 or
boba300@dshs.wa.gov
The committee unanimously is recommending that
the conference be at the Mirabeau Park and
Convention center in the Spokane Valley.
The website if you would like to have a look is:
www.mirabeauparkhotel.com/

FOSTER PARENT/CAREGIVER
CONFERENCE PLANNING
COMMITTEE MEETING DATES:

March 28", April 17", May 18", June 18, July 17",
August 21, September 18 October 18 (for
debriefing after the conference)

All meetings will be in the KENT DCFS
Office, Federal Way 9:30 — 12:00
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Cuddle Bug carriers will provide

all foster parents with infants ant
toddlers, free or low cost baby
slings. Call Marybeth @
360-779-8139




Kudos Corner...
Kudos to Shannon Freeman and
Laura Thompson for helping with
the balloon sale. It was a success

and your help made a difference.
-Karen Randleman

Kudos to those new Board Mem-
bers and others who have come
forward to assist with duties, bring
us to a fully operating Board once
again.

Your help is greatly appreciated.
-Kitsap Foster Care Association Board

Kudos to PIP Printing in Bremerton
for assisting with the printing of the
newsletter each month.

Friends
You might be best friends one year,
pretty good friends the next year,
and don't want to talk at all the year after that.
Make sure and let your friends know how spe-
cial they are to you and that they have made a
difference in your life;
That you look up to them, respect them, and
truly cherish them.
Let old friends know you haven't forgotten
them,
and tell new friends you never will.
Remember, everyone needs a friend,
someday you might feel like you have NO
FRIENDS at all.
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This is a notice that needs to go to all families ) 2 3
who have adopted children from the Ukraine. If

you are aware of any families, please let them 4 1 41l
know of this issue.
In a nutshell: The Ukraine requires 5 ' 6 |
post-adoptive placement reports to be filed by
the adoptive family (or their agency) after 2 71 1//$ +
adoptions have been finalized. Failure of coun- ’(/0

tries to comply with this requirement has
caused the Ukraine to discontinue !
out-of-country adoptions. Most countries have 1// |
now complied, and adoptions have resumed. )
However, for the United States and France,
our compliance has not been as required, and | |
the Ukrainian government has halted : ’
adoptions to our two countries unless some
specific circumstances exist. ' &
It is very important that we get the word out to :
any family who has adopted from the Ukraine | I
that they must comply with this requirement, . C
as they agreed to do when they adopted the !
child. Thanks for your cooperation in |
spreading the word. )
Christine Robinson, Regional Administrator ! !
Region 5 DCFS
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Children's Administration has decided that the
time has come to do a complete review of our
policies and procedures and to develop a
complete Practice Model. The Practice Model
will not just delineate the minimum
requirements for Children's Administration staff
(as our Practice and Procedure Guide does),
but will focus on the values,
expectations, and skills for our staff in their
interactions with and service delivery to our
clients. The Model will then be integrated into
our new management information system.
This is a major undertaking and of significant
importance to the Department. | am honored to
have been asked to co-lead the
development of the Practice Model.
While the start date has not been firmly
decided, I will begin sometime in the beginning
of March. Because of the time that it will take
to research components for the Practice
Model, get input from staff, develop the
product with the work group, and then
implement the plan across the state, it is not
possible to "add this" to my other duties as the
regional administrator for Region 5. It would
not be fair to the region, either our staff or our
community partners. Thus, | will be reassigned
during the development of the Practice Model.
This is expected to take from six months to a
year. In my absence, Nancy Sutton will be act-
ing regional administrator. Nancy will hire
someone to supervise the staff in her section.
When Nancy is on leave, one of the area
administrators will be designated as the acting
regional administrator. | believe that one of the
reasons | was chosen for this exciting
assignment is the strength of our
management team in this region. The depth of
talent we have in our team allows the absence
of an individual without the operations of the
region being affected. | will miss working with
all of our contractors, agency partners, and
child advocates. | am so proud to be
associated with this region. We all work so
hard to keep children safe, stable and in
permanent and nurturing homes. You make
this work bearable. The support | have
received from you over the last six years has

kept me energized.
Christine Robinson, Regional Administrator
Region 5 Division of Children and Family Services
(253) 983-6260

From the President...

Hello Everyonel!

The days are finally getting longer. Spring looms
ahead and | am trying to get as many things
accomplished so that Sharon and | can get some

riding in on "our" new Fire Engine Red, Honda

Gold Wing........ when the wet goes away!

Association business is always there and for the
first time in many a moon, we have a complete

Board as well as some special helpers. Those folks

that have stepped up this month are greatly
appreciated. This means the work is spread out
better than before.

We have a new interim Vice President, Jeff
Bishop! Phyllis Bishop is acting as our member at
large, helping here and there. Also, our new
Education Person is Debra Converse, wife of our

new Web Master, Chuck Convee.
As | mentioned last month, Karen Randleman is
running the Dream Project. We have a full house!
Thanks to all, for the unselfish giving of time and
talents!

Please check out our completely NEW web site. It
has so much to offer and will be regularly updated
to keep you informed. That address is www.
kitsapfostercare.org. Let us know your thoughts

on it. Great Job Chuck!!

Be sure to read the entire newsletter. We plan to
have it out on a regular schedule now that we
have all gotten situated. Jennifer always does a
great job for us and is very much appreciated.
What would we do without you?

By the time that you read this, we will have had
our first Skateland Party in a while. This time we
are doing it with other agencies in an attempt to
bring our foster world closer. Many benefits can
come of this relationship. We know that you had
fun! 1 am making this brief so as | said before,

look inside to the really important information!
| look forward to seeing you at our next meeting.
Chris Robinson ( our Regional Administrator) is
our scheduled educational speaker but may be re-
placed by Nancy Sutton due to Chris taking a long
term, special project for foster care.
Thank you all for the support. Please come to the
meetings and let us see that support!
Rick Williams....Your President
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